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in the countryside

The idea of buying a holiday home in the sun six
years ago led Andrew Forbes to living and working in
Andalucia full time, and he’s never been happier!
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tress in his working life in Buckinghamshire

inspired Andrew Forbes to seek a holiday

home in Spain. “As a partner in my own busy

marketing communications firm in
Buckinghamshire, the thought of somewhere
peaceful and sunny to escape to became increasingly
compelling,” he says. “All T wanted was a place in the
Andalucian countryside; close enough to an airport
ta make long weekends feasible, yet far enough from
the busy coast.”

Today, however, Andrew lives in the heart of the
Costa del Sol, a place he never imagined would appeal
to him. “I divide my time between a busy expat
professional and social life on the coast and weekends
in the Andalucian countryside, eating rapas and
practising my Spanish.”

like Granada have a rich Moorish history and it was a
great introduction to Andalucia, Seville is another
amazing destination; it’s truly buzzing into the small
hours of each morning. I always avoided the coast and
the Costa del Sol as I just thought about the clichés of
high-rise hotels and sunburnt Brits wearing socks
with their sandals,” he says. “However, about seven

years ago | came to stay near Estepona with friends
and realised how grear the coast is too. It's nothing
like Seville or Granada, but it has many high-quality
restaurants and bars and hotels - more cosmopolitan

»

Moving on and sophisticated than 1 originally thoughe.” BELOW: Andrew
Before relocating to Spain, Andrew lived a very Andrew wanted to live in the countryside, yet outside his country
different life in a different sort of dream home, a within easy reach of Milaga airport. “The inland area  home, the cortijo

converted barn in Buckinghamshire. “I spent most of
my time working to pay the mortgage! I love Britain
and it will always be my home in my heart, bur it is an
extraordinarily expensive place to live — especially in
the south-east. Much of my earnings were spent on a
huge mortgage and car payments,” he says. “I became
increasingly burnt out in Britain, and life seemed o
slip by. 1 sold the marketing communications
company and for the first time since I left university
rs ago, | was truly free. At first it was scary, but
I realised that this was the time to move to Spain. It
was fantastic to have such a clear and compelling
feeling. It really made the move easier, as I had no
doubts that this was the right thing to do. I lefc
behind my stressful work in Britain and vook the leap
of faith to move to Andalucia two and half years ago.”
Andrew’s love of Spain, and particularly Andalucia,
began with a trip to Granada in the 1990s. “Cities
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north of Marbella has easy access to the coast and
airport as well as beautiful national parks,” he says,
“but what was available was either very unattractive
or complerely out of my budget of €250,000."

Buying on both

In 2001, Andrew began searching for a suitable
property via a large real estate firm based on the
Costa del Sol and found Cortijo de las Nieves within
4 few months. In retrospeet, he feels that the agency
wasn't the best option for him.

“Although I'm now really happy with Cortijo de las
Nieves, it was an extremely complicated purchasing
process and once 1'd paid the deposic the real estare
agent didn't want to know about any problems!”

The cottage was onee little more than a rustic
refugio for the workers on the land, but now has en
suite bathrooms, a large lounge and dining room,
rerraces and a private pool.

“The house is only 35 minutes from the coast, but
if you want to live here you need to speak Sp
and rightly so. The village has a few smoky bars filled
with chatty and friendly locals where you can choose
from a range of tapas, from little brochettes of prawns
o deep-fried fish to home-made meatballs, plus
plenty of guats’ cheese and cured ham. No wonder
I'm still big-boned, despite going to the gym.”

The struggle to renovate the cortijo took so long
thar Andrew, impatient for 3 tranquil place to escape
to, bought an apartment at the Torre Bermeja resort,
near Fstepona.

“It has proved to be a popular holiday rental
property. The apartment couldn’t be more different
from the cortijo. It's in a frontline luxury beach resort
with very little to remind you that you are in Spain,

apart from the weather. Everything is maintained to

flawless perfection and you can easily survive withour
ever learning a word of Spanish.”

More amor

Another key Spanish artraction for Andrew is his
partner, Rafael. “Rafael is a real estate lawyer, and 1
met him when [ went to his firm to seek help with
some paperwork. [ couldn't have had a smarter or
better-looking person to help me! Ironically, he was
pretty tired of helping pushy, demanding foreign
investors, so I really don’t think he had any plans to
end up in a long-term relationship with a Bric.”

Despite owning two very different properties in
Andalucia, Andrew doesn't live in either full time.
Instead, the couple live in Rafael’s apartment in
Marbella and have recently bought an off-plan
townhouse together.

“The location of Andrew’s latest property is one of
its big draws. “The townhouse is being builtin La
Mairena, an area of Mediterranean cork oak forest
narth-east of Marbella with views across the coast,
the Sierra Nevada mountains and Malaga city. It
should be ready by the end of the summer and then
1'll be able to combine my need to live on the coast, ©
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close to clients, commerce and friends, with my love
of the narural environment.”
Andrew has been welcomed into Rafael’s family.
"They're an immensely loving family. Regularly we
share a Sunday lunch of paelia with them in their
Ronda home or in their charming country house
deep in the chestmut forests of Carajima,” Andrew
says. “So I really seem to lead rwo fives now. One day

I can be at my desk on the coast, doing business in
English, and the next day [ can be inland in a smoky
bar, enjoying a good rigis, eating oo many tapas and
trying to hold a conversation in Spanish.”

Learning to relax
Like many expats, initially Andrew found the Spanish
coneept of time — which could charitably be deseribed
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as ‘laid back’ - challenging. “In Andalucia, if you
arrive within 40 minutes of the agreed appointment
that’s fine! The muanana concept translates ino
‘thing. As a foreigner who can't speak Spanish,

builders and contractors know that vou can't really
control situations, and, as you're often in Britain,

away from the renovation or building work, you can't

see when the are working or when they are on

another site!”

These issues motivated Andrew to set up his own
property and lifestyle consultancy, Luxury Andalucia
He's keen to stress thar he's providing a service ro
buyers. “Now that I live here, I have the experience,

:ts and language skills to genuinely help other
ind their dream home in Spain. Clients ask me
to do a detailed search and find a range of properties
that fit their desired brief, whether that's a golf villa
stic farmhouse re I'm not selling the

ts are never under pressure to buy but

ora

houses the cli
ght into the best options.”

ticularly appreciates how much less
stressful his life is in Spain. “Sometimes, at work, 1
need a little stress and drama to get things going, but
in Spain I'm obliged to take life a little slower. The
Spaniards know that life is for living - for
Andalucians, priorities are all about time with the
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family, tasty food, good wine and rime on the beach
ar in the countryside. That's nota bad culture o
integrate with. The combination of the warmer
climate, hot summers and longer days has been a
major catalyst to simplify life. Living with a Spaniard
has made me live to the Andalucian rhythm and it
suits me really well.”

You can find out more about Andrew’s service at www,
luxuryandalucia.com
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